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June 17, 2008 

Massachusetts State Senate
State House
Boston, MA 02133

Dear Members of the Massachusetts State Senate: 

As current or former California lawmakers, we are proud to have voted for and continue to enthusiastically 
support California's historic law requiring minimum nurse staffing levels in our state’s hospitals. We understand 
that a very similar bill – The Patient Safety Act – has passed the Massachusetts House and is now pending in 
the Senate. 

When we saw our patients, and our communities at risk, we felt strongly that urgent action was needed. We 
felt, and continue to feel, that the most effective solution possible to assure safe, high quality hospital care was 
to assist our dedicated registered nurses in their mission to protect patients.

The results have proven we were right.

Our law has been a spectacular success. The law brought nurses back where they belong – at the patient’s 
bedside, which means significantly better care, lower staff turnover and improved outcomes for patients. 
None of the dire predictions made by some hospital officials have come to pass.

Patients everywhere deserve the same security of knowing that when they are at their most vulnerable, in a 
hospital bed, they too will receive the best possible care, with safe patient limits for safe nursing care.

We are proud of our historic vote in California that gives nurses the tools they need to provide the highest 
quality care. We are writing to encourage our colleagues in the Massachusetts legislature to do the same for your 
patients. We are confident that you too will be proud that you did. 

Sincerely, 

California State Senate

Senator Tom Torlakson (D), Antioch Senator Pat Wiggins (D), Santa Rosa

Senate President Pro Tem Don Perata (D), Oakland Senate Majority Leader Gloria Romero (D), Los Angeles

Senator Ellen Corbett (D), San LeandroSenator John Burton (D), San Francisco (Retired) Senator Gilbert Cedillo (D), Los Angeles

Senator Darrell Steinberg (D), SacramentoSenator Carol Migden (D), San FranciscoSenator Dean Florez (D), Shafter



HB 4783 is sponsored by Rep. Christine Canavan and Sen. Marc Pacheco 

For more information please visit www.massnurses.org or call Andi Mullin, MNA Director of 
Legislation and Government Affairs at 781.830.5716
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